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The couple in question are Irish-born 
(but practising in Eastbourne) Dr 
John Bodkin Adams and Nottingham-
born, Dr Harold Shipman - both 

serial killers. 

And a relatively new play - appropriately 
entitled Dial Medicine for Murder 
-surrounding the sinister nature of this deuce 
has been penned by another doctor of 
medicine, Dr Harry Brünjes, who with fellow 
performer, Dr Andrew Johns, will treat the 
audience to an entertaining and fascinating hour 
dissecting the notorious careers of these two 
most infamous physicians of the 20th century.

Playing Norwich Playhouse, Tuesday, 
13th June, 8.00pm, Dial Medicine for Murder 
- chronicling the juxtaposition of these two 
serial killers - received its début at Folkington 
Manor, the country house of Dr Brünjes and 
his wife, Jacquie Storey in East Sussex. Here the 
Brünjes’ have a private 150-seat theatre. This 
was a couple of years ago now. Later, it was 
seen at the Edinburgh Fringe in which the critic 
of The Times praised the show saying that ‘the 
subject-matter is sensational’.

Coincidentally, Folkington Manor is a place 
that Dr Bodkin Adams knew well as he was a 

frequent visitor there in the 1950s. Over the 
years, too, Harry’s been a frequent visitor to 
Norwich, a city he knows well. He was born 
here but grew up in Great Yarmouth. What 
could be better?

In the end, Shipman was found guilty of 15 
murders on 31st January 2000 - a later inquiry 
went on to find that he was actually one of the 
most prolific serial killers in recorded history. 
Bodkin Adams, however, was never convicted 
of murder in his lifetime. He died a free man 
aged 84 in 1983 when complications set in 
after a fall whilst out shooting. 

Bizarrely, Harry was a junior doctor at 
Eastbourne Hospital when Bodkin Adams was 
a patient at the time of his death. Shipman, 
however, found his end by hanging himself in 
his prison cell in January 2004 - just one day 
before his 58th birthday. 

If Dr Jonathan Miller - the opera director and 
one of the patrons of Norwich Playhouse - is 
often referred to as the ‘Good Doctor’ that 
accolade can well be extended to Dr Harry 
Brünjes and Dr Andrew Johns, who, in actual 
fact, are bosom pals forging their friendship 
when medical students at Guy’s Hospital in 
London. On graduating, Harry spent sixteen 
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years as a clinician whilst Andrew became 
one of the leading forensic psychiatrists in 
the UK and given evidence at least 100 times 
in murder trials including the famous Harold 
Shipman enquiry.   

Aside from medicine, there’s a strong link to 
the world of show-business in Harry’s family 
as his father, Harry Otto Brünjes, was in show-
business and with his brothers, Tom and Drew, 
formed a close harmony, Tartan-clad, singing 
trio, named The Singing Scott Brothers. They 
had the honour of performing in the presence 
of The Queen at the 1952 Royal Variety Show 
at the London Coliseum.

Their act comprised traditional Highland songs 
such as ‘Westering Home’ but their repertoire 
expanded in keeping with the popular music 
trend of the day. Therefore, songs from the 
movies and contemporary covers such as ‘My 
Foolish Heart’ and ‘That Lucky Old Sun’ (a big 
hit for Frankie Laine) became the order of the 
day. They also incorporated impersonations of 
other famous groups in their act including the 
well-loved, American close-harmony group, The 
Ink Spots.

The Brothers’ stage appearance was anything 
from Tam o’Shanters and Tartan-clad suits 
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to traditional dinner suits while their singing 
delivery was accentuated by a shared vocal 
tone that hit the right note with post-war 
audiences looking for a bit of light relief and, 
indeed, light entertainment after years of 
anguish, heartache and austerity.

The Singing Scott Brothers quickly gained 
acceptance in the fickle world of show-
business while building up a national following, 
too, delighting audiences in such popular 
seaside towns as Scarborough, Bridlington, 
Bournemouth and, of course, Great Yarmouth, 
let alone Blackpool and the famed Opera 
House. ‘They appeared alongside major stars 
of the day,’ enthused son Harry, ‘and enjoyed 
spectacular summer seasons with the likes of 
Vera Lynn, Morecambe & Wise and Charlie 
Chester while they regularly performed on 
various BBC radio shows of the early 1950s.’

But with the advent of rock ‘n’ roll in the late 
1950s with Elvis, Tommy Steele and Bill Haley 
coming along rocking them in the aisles, close-
harmony groups began to wane and Harry and 
his brothers had to think about their future - 
and think quickly, too!

Therefore, as a stop-gap measure and to 
bring in the bacon, they took up temporary 

positions as school-teachers with Harry 
accepting a post at St Margaret’s School, 
Lowestoft, where he lived with his family. 
He made rapid progress on the educational 
path of his career becoming headmaster of 
Ampthill Road School, Bedford, in 1965. Eight 
years later he was appointed headmaster of 
Alameda School, Ampthill, when the school 
was in the forefront of comprehensive 
education.

Harry senior was actually born in Glasgow in 
1924 and educated at St Mungo’s Academy 
later attending Glasgow University where he 
read Modern Languages, French and Spanish. 
He encouraged his son Harry - who, by the 
way, is Chairman of English National Opera at 
the London Coliseum, successfully steering this 
troubled house to deep and calmer waters - in 
every conceivable way to fulfil his dreams and 
ambitions in life. 

‘In the early 1970s,’ Harry fondly recalls, ‘I was 
a medical student at Guy’s Hospital, qualifying 
in 1980. But to help me through my studies 
and help pay my way, my father, through his 
strong links to the entertainment industry, got 
me my first job as a holiday-camp entertainer 
at Gunton Hall, Lowestoft, working as a singer-
pianist.

‘This led to me gaining a valuable insight and 
foothold in show-business and I enjoyed several 
summer seasons working in such grand and 
proud seaside resorts as Llandudno, Newquay, 
Ilfracombe, Great Yarmouth and Plymouth and 
working alongside such big names as Frankie 
Vaughan, Ronnie Carroll, David Whitfield, Roy 
Castle and Tommy Trinder. They were heavenly 
and exciting days for me and taught me a lot 
about people, life and, indeed, business.

Qualifying as a doctor, Harry spent five years as 
a junior surgeon and the same amount of time 
as a GP while another five years was spent in 
Harley Street. Harry, incidentally, happened to be 
the junior hospital doctor on duty on the night 
of the Brighton Grand Hotel bombing during 
the Conservative Party Conference in 1984. 

Following life in Harley Street, Harry branched 
out on his own in the medical business taking a 
big risk by founding the Premier Medical Group 
in 1995 which he sold to Capita for £60 million 
in 2014. The core business of Premier Medical 
is a chain of over 200 private clinics throughout 
the UK. Recently, he bought the company back 
again. 

Harry married Jacquie Storey, a singer and 
dancer, in 1980 and Jacquie has the distinction 
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of becoming the English ballet champion at 
16 years of age. After training at the famous 
Arts Educational School, she went on to 
enjoy a highly-successful career in London and 
throughout the regions taking lead roles in 
such well-loved musicals as The Wizard of Oz 
and Calamity Jane. Currently, she’s in demand 
as a choreographer working in theatre and 
television.

They’re blessed, too, with four children who, 
not surprisingly, all work in the entertainment 
industry. Their eldest child, Emma, runs her 
own production company, Emma Brünjes 
Productions (ebp) and, of course, is presenting 
her Dad’s play, Dial Medicine for Murder, Harry 
junior is a director/playwright and runs his own 
company, too, Deckchair Productions, Eric - aka 
as ‘Brvnjes’ - is an international music producer, 
pianist and guitarist based in London who cut 
his performing teeth playing with the National 
Youth Jazz Orchestra and Ralph is a singer-
songwriter who has performed extensively 
worldwide and also toured in the four-piece 
band, Howe, with his brother, Eric. He’s also a 
co-director of ebp working as its commercial 

manager. This year the company’s proud to be 
producing national tours for the likes of Henry 
Blofeld, David Gower, Joe Stilgoe, Nina Conti 
and Graeme Swann. 

All in all, you could say that Dr Harry Brünjes 
has led three lives: medicine, business and 
show-business. But tracking back to his 
student days, Harry’s greatest claim to fame 
was performing as a punk-rock pianist on 
the 1970s TV show, Rock Follies, alongside 
Charlotte Cornwell, Julie Covington and Rula 
Lenska. 

I can only conclude that if medicine gave Harry 
a career, show-business gave him a wife, a good 
wife whom he met working on a bill headlined 
by none other than Tommy ‘You lucky people!’ 
Trinder. That’s romance! That’s show-business! 
There’s nothing quite like it, really!  

Here’s what the critics said about the 
show:

‘Dial Medicine for Murder is a fascinating insight 
into the pathological mind.’ TV Bomb  

‘The show, whose subject-matter is sensational, 
offers the same detailed portrayal of restoring 
order out of chaos as its fictional counterpart 
but with the added inbuilt frisson that the 
events described actually happened.’ The 
Times  

‘This is one of those unexpected pleasures the 
Edinburgh Fringe is good at producing. Dial 
Medicine for Murder tell the facts with humour 
and efficiency and this is a pleasant and 
enlightening hour.’ The Arts Desk

Dial Medicine for Murder, Norwich 
Playhouse, Tuesday, 13th June, 
8.00pm. Tickets £16.50 available on 
the door or from the Playhouse box 
office situated at Norwich Theatre 
Royal: 01603 598598.
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